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The Marine Life Protection Act Initiative

• Why we need networks of marine 
protected areas (MPA)

• The Marine Life Protection Act of 
1999

• The Marine Life Protection Act 
Initiative (2004-2012)

• Establishing the statewide MPA 
network

• The challenge of implementation



South Coast Commercial Fishery Trends: 1990-2008



Catches of Giant Sea Bass: 1951 - 2002



Big, Old, Fat Female Fish or BOFFFs



The Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA)

Origins
 Sustainable Fisheries Act in 1996
 MLMA
 Study of state’s existing MPAs
 MLPA



The Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA)

Goals of the Act:
o Protect diversity, abundance, ecosystems
o Help sustain, conserve and rebuild populations
o Improve recreational, educational, and study 

opportunities
o Protect unique and representative habitats
o Ensure MPAs have clear objectives, effective 

management and adequate enforcement
o Ensure MPAs designed and managed as a network



Channel Islands Marine Reserves (2003)



MLPA Initiative Design

Design principles

Public-Private Partnership

Structure
• Memorandum of Understanding

• Roles and responsibilities
• Deliverables

Initiative Planning Bodies
• Blue Ribbon Task Force (BRTF)
• Science Advisory Team (SAT)
• Regional Stakeholder Group (RSG)
• Support Staff



Partnership in the MLPA Initiative

• Government brings
 Trust responsibility
 Legal authority
 Expertise

• Private sector brings
 Expanded resources
 Flexibility
 Responsiveness 



MLPA Initiative Design Principles

Design principles
 Provide time, funding, and information
 State and regional perspectives
 Solid and accessible information and science
 Open and engaging process
 Professionally supported stakeholder process
 Alternatives rather than consensus
 Adaptive



MLPA Initiative Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

Structure of the MOU

• Objectives

• Recitals

• Commitments of the Parties

• General Provisions

• Standard Provisions

• Exhibits, such as Significant 
Milestones



Phase 2 MLPA Initiative MOU

Objectives

• Transparent, science-based process

• Opportunities for stakeholder involvement

• Roles and responsibilities of parties

• Process for delivery of MPA recommendations and 
rulemaking

• Development of information for process

• Support for Fish and Game Commission

• Integration of Department of Fish and Game

• Timely implementation of Central Coast MPAs



Phase 2 MLPA Initiative MOU

Recitals

• Interests and authorities of parties

• Commitment to publicly transparent, science-based 
process

• Department requests and Agency and RLFF provide 
assistance

• Commitments of the Parties
• Resources Agency
• Department of Fish and Game
• Resources Legacy Fund Foundation (RLFF)



Phase 2 MLPA Initiative MOU

Resources Agency

• State policy leadership and direction

• Appoint members of a Blue Ribbon Task Force 
(BRTF)

• Charge BRTF, e.g. guide development of MPAs

• Identify staff liaison to BRTF

• State budget requests

• Office space and other support

• Support for implementation



Phase 2 MLPA Initiative MOU

Department of Fish and Game

• With BRTF, appoint members of regional 
stakeholder group (RSG)

• Appoint members of Science Advisory Team (SAT)

• Provide charters for RSG and SAT

• Participate in deliberations

• Provide staff, data, and other support

• Provide analysis and feasibility criteria for MPAs

• Participate in Initiative steering committee

• Brief Commission and Ocean Protection Council



Phase 2 MLPA Initiative MOU

Resources Legacy Fund Foundation

• Obtain, coordinate, and administer philanthropic 
investments

• Provide funding description to partners

• Fund and contract with consultants under direction 
of BRTF

• Fund reasonable expenses of BRTF, SAT, and RSG

• Funding and services support MOU and are not 
contingent on content of MPA recommendations



Phase 2 MLPA Initiative MOU

General Provisions

• BRTF, SAT, and RSG to convene in public and open 
meetings when majority present

• Regular opportunities for public input

• Final work products available to public

• If funds reduced, process may be changed

• Semiannual reports on milestones, challenges, 
accomplishments

• Department required by law to implement MPAs

• Quarterly meetings of parties



MLPA Initiative Design

Initiative Planning Bodies

Blue Ribbon Task Force (BRTF)
 Statewide interests
 Master Plan Framework
 Oversight

Science Advisory Team (SAT)
 MPA-design guidelines
 Advice to BRTF and RSG
 Evaluation of MPA proposals

Regional Stakeholder Group (RSG)
 Regional knowledge and interests
 Regional Profile
 Regional goals and objectives
 Alternative MPA network proposals

Support Staff
 Dept of Fish and Game staff
 Initiative staff
 Facilitators
 Consultants
 RLFF administration



Central Coast MLPA Meetings:
Opportunities for Public Engagement



MLPA Initiative Design

Structure

Memorandum of Understanding

Deliverables:
 Phase 1: 2004 - 2007

o framework 
o Central Coast MPA network
o funding

 Phase 2: 2007 - 2009
o North-Central Coast MPA 

network

 Phase 3: 2008 - 2011
o South Coast MPA network
o North Coast MPA network



Monitoring the Statewide MPA Network



Implementing the Statewide MPA Network



Sources of additional information

• MLPA Initiative website: www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa/

• MarineMap: www.marinemap.org/mlpa

• Ecotrust: www.ecotrust.org/mlpa

• Science-based and stakeholder-driven marine protected area network 
planning: A successful case study from north central California, by 
Gleason et al., in Ocean and Coastal Management (2010)
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Statewide MPA Network Implementation MOU

• Through December 2014

• Signatories
• California Ocean Protection Council
• California Natural Resources Agency
• California Environmental Protection Agency
• California Department of Fish and Game
• California Department of Parks and Recreation
• State Water Resources Control Board
• National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
• National Park Service
• Department of Defense
• California Ocean Science Trust
• Resources Legacy Fund Foundation



Statewide MPA Network Implementation MOU

• Recitals
• Importance of cooperative actions for 

monitoring, public education, enforcement, etc.

• MOU and regional agreements as framework for 
cooperation

• Commitments
• Collaborate to implement MPA network in 

support of lead agency

• Specific strengths of different partners

• Identify and engage other partners, and 
commit through regional agreements



Statewide MPA Network Implementation MOU

Commitments (contd)

• Coordinate with other agencies, including
• U.S. Coast Guard
• Bureau of Land Management
• Bureau of Indian Affairs
• Army Corps of Engineers
• California Fish and Game Commission
• California Native American Heritage Commission
• California Coastal Conservancy
• California Coastal Commission
• San Francisco Bay Conservation and 

Development Commission
• State Lands Commission
• Regional Water Quality Control Boards



Statewide MPA Network Implementation MOU

Commitments (contd)

• Chair of Ocean Protection Council to convene senior 
representatives and other entities twice a year

• Natural Resources Secretary annual report

• Designate staff consistent with commitments and 
available resources

• Designate policy-level official responsible for 
coordinating 

• Miscellaneous provisions, such as amendment, fiscal 
commitments, severability


